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Europe is facing a convergence of intercon-
nected crises and societal challenges. These 
include the need to strengthen resilience, com-
petitiveness and security; addressing climate 
change adaptation and mitigation; safeguarding 
water quality and availability; and ensuring the 
sustainable management of natural resources. 
Underpinning all these challenges lies the 
state of nature and the diversity of life it sup-
ports. Biodiversity loss is, therefore, not merely 
an environmental issue, but a systemic threat to 
Europe’s long-term economic prosperity, socie-
tal stability and security.  

These interconnected challenges directly affect 
the quality of life of European citizens and re-
quire a common vision and sustained 
transnational coordination, supported by shared 
infrastructures, strategic alignment of research 
and innovation investments, and engagement of 
stakeholders from science, policy, economy and 
civil society across countries. European partner-
ships provide unique added value precisely 
where such sustained coordination is needed, 
complementing other instruments within the 
broader European competitiveness and innova-
tion landscape by bringing societal priorities 
directly to the forefront of research and innova-
tion. 

The challenge for the next Framework Pro-
gramme period goes beyond the identification of 
important scientific and societal topics with clear 

pathways to societal and economic impact. It 
must also determine where Europe can best 
build on existing structures, networks and invest-
ments, and where sustained European 
coordination, pooled resources and long-term 
commitments are genuinely needed to achieve 
its strategic objectives. 

At the same time, the design of each instrument 
must remain proportionate to its core functions. 
Ultimately, the success of any partnership 
depends on the active engagement and com-
mitment of its partners. To provide genuine 
added value for Member States and their re-
search and stakeholder communities, it must 
therefore remain manageable and efficient. 
There are practical limits to the size and com-
plexity of partnership instruments. Excessive 
scale and complexity can increase governance 
burdens, reduce efficiency and dilute strategic 
focus. Future partnerships must therefore strike 
a careful balance between integration, scientific 
excellence, effective delivery, meaningful stake-
holder participation, political uptake, and 
manageable administration. 

Over the past decade, Europe has developed 
substantial capabilities in environmental ob-
servation, biodiversity monitoring, shared 
standards, research coordination, capacity build-
ing, innovation, and science-policy collaboration. 
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These capabilities now represent strategic Euro-
pean assets that should be further strengthened 
in light of Europe’s evolving priorities. 

Europe should not approach the next generation 
of partnerships as a blank slate. Over the past 
decade, public investment has established 
transnational networks, monitoring and data in-
frastructures, science-policy interfaces and 
communities of practice with demonstrated Eu-
ropean added value. Where these capacities 
exist, the priority should be to strengthen them 
further, reducing duplication and accelerating 
delivery. 

Portfolio decisions should consider not only the 
benefits of change, but also the costs and risks 
of losing existing capabilities. Stronger coordina-
tion and greater synergies do not necessarily 
require institutional consolidation. Rather, they 
call for a network-of-networks approach that 
builds on existing capacities and structures. 

The value of a partnership lies not only in funding 
research projects, but in maintaining European 
capabilities that cannot be sustained through 
stand-alone calls: coordinated transnational pro-
gramming, harmonised biodiversity monitoring, 
common standards and indicators, shared data 
and knowledge infrastructures, durable science-
policy interfaces, and the long-term alignment of 
national investments.  

Biodiversity, ecosystem services and eco-
system resilience are fundamental to Europe’s 
prosperity, competitiveness, security and well-
being, providing essential functions such as pol-
lination, water purification, soil formation, climate 
regulation and flood protection. Biodiversity loss 
creates cascading risks for economic resilience, 
societal stability and strategic security, while 
growing demand for nature-related data among 
businesses, investors and financial institutions, 
including agriculture, forestry and fisheries, rein-
forces the need for a framework centred on 
building resilience through nature. 

Looking ahead, stronger stakeholder engage-
ment will be essential to build more robust 
projects, strengthen public-private collaboration 
and demonstrate impact. Future partnerships 
should facilitate collaboration between public au-
thorities, researchers, businesses, investors and 
civil society to help develop scalable solutions 
and mobilise long-term commitments. While pri-
vate-sector engagement is vital, biodiversity and 
the ecosystem services it provides are essential 
public goods. Therefore, governments and 
public research funders retain a unique re-
sponsibility to provide strategic direction, to 
safeguard scientific independence, to maintain 
long-term monitoring and knowledge infrastruc-
tures, and to ensure that key decisions are 
guided by public-interest objectives and inde-
pendent scientific evidence. 

From this perspective, the best way forward 
would be to develop a next-generation Euro-
pean partnership on biodiversity and 
resilience through nature. Building on existing 
capabilities and networks, it would strengthen 
Europe’s capacity to address emerging scien-
tific, societal and policy needs while supporting 
key European policies, including the European 
Green Deal, the Biodiversity Strategy for 2030, 
and the Nature Restoration Regulation, while 
also contributing to international commitments 
under the Convention on Biological Diversity and 
to science-policy interfaces such as IPBES. In 
an increasingly interconnected global economy, 
the partnership would also provide the 
knowledge, data and tools needed to understand 
how nature is integrated into economies world-
wide and to support evidence-based decisions 
by policymakers, businesses and investors. 
Such a strengthened partnership focused on re-
silience through nature, would foster greater 
coherence across the wider partnership land-
scape. 
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