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[Recommended opening — links the launch to current
extreme climate events. Use where it suits the outlet and
the country you are pitching to, and only if such events
are genuinely recent and relevant in that country. Update
the specific examples (heatwaves, wildfires, floods) to
match the local situation. Keep the connection at the
level of long-term resilience and do not imply that
restoration would have prevented recent events.]

After a summer of wildfires and heat, the
case for nature restoration has rarely
been clearer

[Brussels], 26 August 2026 — After a summer of
record-breaking heatwaves and devastating wildfires -
with Spain declaring a national emergency and France
activating its largest peacetime evacuation - the
importance of restoring resilient ecosystems has
become impossible to ignore. Healthy, well-restored
ecosystems are among Europe's strongest defences
against these pressures, buffering the effects of
drought, fire and flooding over the long term. To help
Member States build that resilience, Biodiversa+,
Water JPI and partners are publishing a series of
policy briefs that translate a decade of restoration
research and recommendations into practical, phased
guidance for implementing the EU Nature Restoration
Regulation (NRR).
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Nature restoration:
science is ready.
Member States?

[Brussels], 26 August 2026 -
Biodiversa+, Water JPI and partners
have published a series of policy
briefs drawing on 22 European
research projects, just before EU
Member States must submit their
draft National Restoration Plans
(NRPs) to the European Commission
by 1 September. The briefs translate
a decade of restoration science and
recommendations into practical,
phased guidance tied directly to the
articles of the EU Nature Restoration

Regulation (NRR) and the
requirements of the NRPs
themselves.

e Europe urgently needs resilient ecosystems: As Europe faces increasingly frequent
heatwaves, droughts and wildfires, restoring healthy ecosystems has become an
urgent priority, not only for biodiversity, but also for climate adaptation, water security,

human health and long-term prosperity.

e The window for EU-wide action is here: Draft National Restoration Plans are due by
1 September 2026, final plans will be adopted in 2027, and the first revision will not
take place until 2032. Decisions made today will influence nature restoration across

Europe for years to come.

e We know what works. Now it is time to implement what science has discovered:
The Biodiversa+ policy briefs synthesize the latest scientific evidence and practical
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experience into practical guidance to help Member States translate the Nature
Restoration Regulation into effective action.
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The series comprises eight briefs covering both specific ecosystems and the enabling conditions
restoration depends on — from seed supply to finance — and offers an evidence-based roadmap to
allow Member States to implement the Nature Restoration Regulation effectively.

The briefings provide an overview of some of the challenges facing Member States. As climate
extremes intensify, they show, for example, how Nature-based Solutions can reduce stormwater
pressures and flooding in urban catchments, and how climate-risk screening can keep restoration
effective as conditions change.

They also highlight that fewer than one in ten national restoration policies currently address the
unintended health or social consequences of restoration, despite the well-established link between
land-use change and emerging infectious diseases, and that private financing of nature restoration in
Europe remains marginal outside protected areas, despite an estimated €65 billion annual
investment need.

According to Rainer Sodtke, Biodiversa+ Co-chair, “The science of nature restoration has never
been more well-established or actionable. These briefs take the European research, policy
recommendations and practical experience developed in recent years and turn them into guidance
that policymakers can use. With the Nature Restoration Regulation now entering its critical phase,
Member States have access to practical, evidence-based guidance on creating effective plans. We
urge them to use it.”

Biodiversa+ and its network of 81 partner organisations across 39 countries are calling on Member
States and their national implementation authorities to use the briefs as a practical guide for
reviewing and strengthening their plans.

Read the policy briefs: hitps://www.biodiversa.eu/restoration/

ANNEX - More information about each briefing here.

About Dr. Rainer Sodtke: He is a geo-ecologist with a PhD in natural
sciences and 30 years of experience in the fields of biodiversity, ecology,
=y agriculture and forestry as well as in environmental and agricultural policy,
Ty modelling and decision support. Dr. Sodtke is senior scientific officer at the
' DLR Project Management Agency (DLR-PT), Germany. He manages national
' and European research programmes in global change research, supports and
advises German Federal Ministries (BMBF, BMUV).
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