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13:00 – 13:05 – Welcome words
Rainer Schliep - Senior Consultant at the German project management agency VDI/VDE-IT, co-lead of 

Biodiversa+ Workpackage 5 on Internationalisation

13:05 – 13:15 Introduction to IPBES and IPBES assessments 
Marie-Claire Danner - Science officer in European Affairs at FRB, Biodiversa+ task leader on the 

collaboration with IPBES, former TSU for the IPBES Sustainable Use of Wild Species Assessment

13:15 – 13:30 Presentation of the Second Global Assessment and where input is most 

needed from reviewers
Emma Archer – Professor at the University of Pretoria, Coordinating Lead Author in Chapter 3 of the 

second global assessment

13:30 – 13:40 How to register as a reviewer and write comments that have more chance 

to be taken into account
Marie-Claire Danner

13:40 – 14:00 Q&A session
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Introduction
Rainer Schliep

Co-lead of Biodiversa+ Workpackage 5 on Internationalisation
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● Part of the European Biodiversity Strategy for 2030: put Europe’s biodiversity on a path to recovery by 

2030.

● Main aim: connect science, policy, and practice for transformative change.

Currently 81 partners from 40 countries working on 5 main objectives:

1. Plan and support research and innovation on biodiversity through a shared strategy, annual joint calls 

for research projects and capacity-building activities

2. Set up a network of harmonised schemes to improve monitoring of biodiversity and ecosystem 

services across Europe

3. Contribute to high-end knowledge for deploying Nature-based Solutions and valuation of biodiversity 

in the private sector

4. Ensure efficient science-based support for policy-making and implementation in Europe

5. Strengthen the relevance and impact of pan-European research on biodiversity in a global context.
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● Biodiversa+ projects directly feed into IPBES 

assessments.

● Biodiversa+ research findings ensure that IPBES 

assessments are informed by the latest and most 

comprehensive scientific evidence available.

● Example: The thematic fact sheets developed by 

Biodiversa+ on the basis of research results from projects 

made important contributions to the Regional Assessment 

Report on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services for Europe 

and Central Asia.
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● Biodiversa+ supports knowledge generation to close 

knowledge gaps identified by IPBES.

● Example 1: launch of BiodivScen Call addressing the 

knowledge gaps identified in the IPBES Methodological 

Assessment on Scenarios and Models (2016).

● Example 2: strong coordination between the IPBES 

Transformative Change Assessment (adopted in 2024) and the 

Biodiversa+ BiodivTransform Call (launched in 2024)
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Introduction to IPBES 
and IPBES assessments 

Marie-Claire Danner
Science officer in European Affairs at FRB, Biodiversa+ task leader on the collaboration 

with IPBES, former TSU for the IPBES Sustainable Use of Wild Species Assessment
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Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform 
on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services

• Established in 2012 by 94 governments and hosted by UNEP (United 

Nations Environment Programme) 

• 153 governments as members and + 600 organisations as observers 

(CITES, TRAFFIC, IPCC, Universities, Environmental associations, 

Environmental centers, etc.)

Main goal: To strengthen knowledge foundations for better policy through 

science, for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, long-term 

human well-being and sustainable development
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Assess the state of knowledge on biodiversity and nature’s contributions 
to people in support of sustainable development

Build capacities of individuals and institutions

Promote the generation of knowledge and management of data on 
biodiversity as a foundation for the work of IPBES

Identify and promote the development and use of policy instruments, 
policy support tools and methodologies

Strengthen the involvement of members and stakeholders, and 
increase the visibility of IPBES and the use of IPBES products
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14 completed IPBES assessments 

2018

2019

2022

2016

2025

2023

2024
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And two workshop reports
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What is an IPBES assessment report?

IPBES does not produce new knowledge; it 
synthesizes existing knowledge and produces 
recommendations.

The chapters are written by the authors of the 
assessment and contain a summary of existing, 
well-established and widely shared knowledge, 
but also more uncertain knowledge, and 
knowledge gaps.

The SPM is a document, negotiated by countries 
during IPBES plenary sessions, which 
summarizes the key messages from the chapters 
of the assessment. The elements of the 
summary for policymakers are therefore taken 
from the elements present in the chapters.

5/6 chapters and 
a glossary

Summary for 
policymakers 

(SPM)

Around 50 to 150 
experts with 

different expertise 
from all countries

3 to 4 years / 2 to 
3 years for fast 

track

Approval by 
IPBES member 

states

External reviews 
open to all
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Production of 
IPBES 
assessments

Authors write 

together the chapters 

and the SPM
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Indicative assessment timeline up to 2030
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Expert reviewers participate in the review process by evaluating chapters and/or 

SPM drafts for scientific accuracy, balance, and completeness. 

You may review individual sections, full chapters, or entire drafts during formal review 

periods.

Anyone with relevant expertise can register. During the review period, access to 

the drafts is provided after registration on condition that the drafts are not cited, 

quoted or distributed.

The drafts are not made public before the final document is approved because 

they are works in progress – they will necessarily change as review comments are 

addressed and the latest literature is assessed. 

All reviewers are acknowledged publicly with their names, affiliations and country 

in an annex to the published reports. All comments and their responses are made 

available after publication.

What is a reviewer?
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Ensuring scientific rigour and balance

The task is to critique and improve the draft's accuracy, comprehensiveness, and 

objectivity. This helps guarantee that the final assessment is scientifically robust, 

unbiased, and credible.

Increasing transparency and trust

Opening drafts to expert and governmental reviews enhances transparency. 

Increase the impact of your expertise and research

You can make sure that your area of expertise is well-covered in the assessment 

and, if relevant, ask the authors to cite your research (academic or grey literature).

Why should you review an IPBES assessment? 1/2



www.biodiversa.org

Capturing diverse perspectives and knowledge

Broad participation in the review process, including scientists, practitioners, 

policymakers, and representatives of Indigenous peoples and local communities, 

helps ensure that a diversity of perspectives and relevant literature are 

considered.

Identifying and closing knowledge gaps

Reviewers can highlight areas where important evidence or viewpoints may be 

missing, as well as point out inconsistencies or uncertainties that require 

clarification. You can also indicate imbalances and bias in the presentation of 

knowledge that the authors might not be aware of.

Why should you review an IPBES assessment? 2/2
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Presentation of the 
Second Global Assessment and where 
input is most needed from reviewers

Emma Archer
Professor at the University of Pretoria, 

Coordinating Lead Author in Chapter 3 of the second global assessment



Second global assessment 
of biodiversity and 
ecosystem services

First external review period
15 June – 7 August 2026



Assessment background and 
general description



Background

In decision IPBES-11/1, the Plenary approved the undertaking of a second global assessment 
of biodiversity and ecosystem services (second global assessment), to be considered at IPBES 
14.

The objective of the assessment is to assess relevant knowledge that has become available 
since the publication of the IPBES Global Assessment Report on Biodiversity and Ecosystem 
Services (2019) and assess progress towards achieving the goals of sustainability and living in 
harmony with nature. The second global assessment will strengthen the science-policy 
interface on biodiversity and nature’s contributions to people on a range of spatial scales, from 
the local to the global, by providing the knowledge and the policy support tools needed for 
informed decision-making. 



Assessment team for the first order draft

Expert group

• 3 co-chairs

• 20 coordinating lead authors

• 64 lead authors

• 12 review editors

• 12 fellows

Management committee

• Erik Grigoryan

• Sebastian König

• David Obura

• Maria Gasalla 

• Sebataolo Rahlao 

• Josef Settele 

Zhi Lu

Co-chair

Nick Oguge

Co-chair

Becky Chaplin- Kramer

Co-chair

Technical support unit

Hosted by the IPBES secretariat in Bonn, Germany



A. Scope and rationale

Overall objective: to assess relevant knowledge which has become available since the first 
Global Assessment and to assess progress towards achieving the societal goals of 
sustainability and living in harmony with nature.

Specific objectives:

a) Multilateral environmental agreements 
and the 2030 Agenda and Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs)

b) Global targets for 2030 and the global 
goals for 2050 of the KMGBF

c) Additional efforts needed to achieve the 
2050 Vision for Biodiversity

▪ Build on prior assessments and review new evidence 

▪ Reflect on challenges and highlight positive examples

▪ Address critical gaps (Global Assessment) - oceans; 
neglected components of biodiversity; multiple 
worldviews; relevant social issues and groups

▪ Assess different challenges, lessons learned and 
potential solutions

▪ Synthesize the differing roles of actors



▪ Cover both regional and global dimensions 

▪ Cover all biogeographic and oceanographic zones from regional to global level

▪ Include terrestrial, inland water, coastal and marine ecosystems

C. Temporal coverage
▪ Prioritize the period 2011 to 2020 as the reference period for monitoring and reporting progress 

(KMGBF)

▪ Consider trends up to 2025, focusing primarily on the past 50 years; (if available look back prior to 
the industrial revolution or as far back as is clearly relevant).

▪ Consider future pathways up to 2100, or as far forward as relevant, with a focus on the period 2030 
to 2050

▪ Use long-term historical data as an information source for possible baselines and contemporary 
reference states that could be considered for various national, regional or global indicator 
comparisons.

B. Geographic coverage



Chapter 1: Setting the scene

Chapter 2: Different knowledge systems and the 
role of Indigenous Peoples and local communities 

Chapter 3: Status and trends

Chapter 4: Future pathways

Chapter 5: Options for action

Chapter outline

▪ IPLC’s diverse and plural values and worldviews and their 
relevance for driving transformative change

▪ Reciprocal relationships between nature and people

▪ Roles of social relationships, kinship, caring and the 
guardianship of nature, including governance

▪ Responses to changing social, cultural, economic and 
environmental conditions 

▪ Inform other chapters on how to weave together diverse 
worldviews

▪ IPBES conceptual framework

▪ Changes in international biodiversity policy

Scoping document (mandate for the assessment) available here.

https://www.ipbes.net/sites/default/files/2025-10/Annex_1_Decision_IPBES-11_1_EN.pdf


Chapter 1: Setting the scene

Chapter 2: Different knowledge 
systems and the role of Indigenous 
Peoples and local communities 

Chapter 3: Status and trends

Chapter 4: Future pathways

Chapter 5: Options for action

Chapter outline

• Good quality of life • Nature

• Direct and indirect 
drivers

• Nature’s contributions 
to people (NCP)

Subchapters

▪ Key connections among the four elements

▪ Range of indicators to present the trends, including for global goals 
(e.g. KMGBF, SDGs)

▪ Focus on the global level; also represent regional status and trends

▪ Updated evidence on the role and contributions of Indigenous 
Peoples and local communities

Scoping document (mandate for the assessment) available here.

https://www.ipbes.net/sites/default/files/2025-10/Annex_1_Decision_IPBES-11_1_EN.pdf


Chapter 1: Setting the scene

Chapter 2: Different knowledge systems and the 
role of Indigenous Peoples and local communities 

Chapter 3: Status and trends

Chapter 4: Future pathways

Chapter 5: Options for action

Chapter outline

▪ Scenarios and models

▪ Urgency of action

▪ Transformative pathways

▪ Consequences of inaction

▪ Learning from past action 

▪ Building on successful examples

▪ Portfolio of options for action

▪ Governance and stakeholders

▪ Implications of multilateral processes for IPLCs

▪ Financing

Scoping document (mandate for the assessment) available here.

https://www.ipbes.net/sites/default/files/2025-10/Annex_1_Decision_IPBES-11_1_EN.pdf


IPBES conceptual framework

Climate change

Coastal and marine systems

Units of assessment

Case studies

Transformation

Glossary

Indigenous and local knowledge

Cross cutting themes



Second global assessment: external review and 
next steps



First external review period

15 June – 7 August 2026

To participate: 

▪ Register as a user of the IPBES website (https://ipbes.net/user/register)

▪ Register to review the draft documents at https://www.ipbes.net/user/login?destination=second-
global-assessment/first-external-review/registration

▪ Once registered as reviewer, you will receive and email providing CONFIDENTIAL access to 
the documents, including a template for comments.

▪ Before 7 August, upload your comments, in English, to the IPBES website, using the Excel 
comment template available on the same webpage containing the draft documents. 

▪ If you register as a reviewer, you will be invited to attend an online dialogue with stakeholders on 
10 July 2026. 

https://www.ipbes.net/user/login?destination=second-global-assessment/first-external-review/registration


Assessment timeline

2nd external review

Q2 2027

3rd ILK dialogue workshop

Final Government

review

Q3 2028

1st external review

15 June-7 August 2026

2nd ILK dialogue workshop

02 - 07 July 2026

Biodiversity and climate 

change workshop

18-20 August 2026Online 

introductory 

meetings

06 – 08 

October 2025

1st author meeting

24 – 28 November 2025 2nd author meeting

1st SPM meeting

05 – 11 October 2026 

2nd SPM meeting

Q1 2027

Additional SPM review

Q1 2028

Chapter outlines
1st draft of the 

chapters

2nd draft of the 

chapters

Final version of the 

chapters

1st draft of 

the SPM

2nd draft of 

the SPM

3rd author meeting

3rd SPM meeting​

Q3 2027

4th SPM meeting

Q2 2028

Final 

SPM

WE 
ARE 

HERE

IPBES 14
(2028)

Consideration 
by Plenary

1st  ILK dialogue workshop

03 – 07 November 2025
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How to register as a reviewer and write 
comments that have more chance to be 

taken into account

Marie-Claire Danner
Science officer in European Affairs at FRB, Biodiversa+ task leader on the collaboration 

with IPBES, former TSU for the IPBES Sustainable Use of Wild Species Assessment
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• Comments must be provided in English, using the Excel comments 

sheet provided by the review system

• Review comments need to be submitted before the deadline

• There is no lower or upper limit to the amount of review comments

• Review comments should focus on substantive issues – no need 

for “you spelt this word wrong there”

• If several comments are identical on two separate parts of the 

document: rewrite the entire comment, do not say “see previous 

comment”

• Avoid the first person and use polite sentences

How to write a « good » comment
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• Criticize or praise the content of the assessment (don’t hesitate to 

also say what you like!)

• Propose new text/alternatives if relevant

• Examine consistency and relevance

• Verify the completeness of the assessment results and request the 

addition of academic or gray references - and provide the references!

• Identify areas requiring clarification or request a nuance or rewording

• Introduce you as a contributing author

How to write a « good » comment
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1. Read the scoping report to have in mind the request, the mandate 

given to the authors, the structure, and the elements that are included 

in the assessment and those that are not - so you don’t make any 

comment requesting inputs outside of the scoping.

2. Check the chapter descriptions in the scoping report to identify the 

section that corresponds to your area of expertise.

Suggested steps for effectively review the assessment

https://www.ipbes.net/sites/default/files/2025-10/Annex_1_Decision_IPBES-11_1_EN.pdf
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Step 1

Create an account on IPBES 

website if you do not have one 

already. 

You can only register to become a 

reviewer if you are LOGGED IN.

How to register as a reviewer
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Step 2
Go to the review page https://www.ipbes.net/second-global-assessment/first-external-

review/registration

(you can only see it if you are logged in) and fill the registration form

https://www.ipbes.net/second-global-assessment/first-external-review/registration
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Step 3

Access all documents. 

They are 

CONFIDENTIALS and 

should not be shared 

with any third parties.

Download the documents 

and the spreadsheet to 

leave comments.
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Step 4

Review the 

documents relevant 

to your expertise 

using the excel table 

provided.

Do not modify the 

structure of the 

table.

TIP: use 2 screens 

– one with the 

chapter/SPM and 

one with the excel 

table 
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Step 5

Submit the excel 

table
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Online dialogue with 

Governments and 

stakeholders in support 

of the external review of 

the IPBES second global 

assessment of biodiversity 

and ecosystem services 

(English only)

Friday 10th July 2026

● 10:00-12:00 CEST

● 16:00-18:00 CEST
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Questions ?



Thank you for attending!

www.biodiversa.org

contact@biodiversa.org

If you have any questions, please contact

marie-claire.danner@fondationbiodiversite.fr


