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What is Biodiversa+

The European Biodiversity Partnership, Biodiversa+, supports excellent research on biodiversity
with an impact for policy and society. Connecting science, policy and practice for transformative
change, Biodiversa+ is part of the European Biodiversity Strategy for 2030 that aims to put
Europe’s biodiversity on a path to recovery by 2030. Co-funded by the European Commission,
Biodiversa+ gathers partners from research funding, programming and environmental policy actors
in European and associated countries to work on 5 main objectives:

1. Plan and support research and innovation on biodiversity through a shared strategy,
annual joint calls for research projects and capacity building activities

2. Set up a network of harmonised schemes to improve monitoring of biodiversity and
ecosystem services across Europe

3. Contribute to high-end knowledge for deploying Nature-based Solutions and valuation
of biodiversity in the private sector

4. Ensure efficient science-based support for policy-making and implementation in
Europe

5. Strengthen the relevance and impact of pan-European research on biodiversity in a

global context.

More information at: https://www.biodiversa.eu/
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Executive Summary

This report provides an overview of the forward-looking activities implemented by Biodiversa+ during its
first three years (September 2021-September 2024). Through foresight exercises, horizon scanning,
strategic consultations, roadmaps, knowledge products and stakeholder engagement, the Partnership is
building a strong evidence base to address biodiversity challenges, identify research and innovation
needs, and align future actions with European and global biodiversity priorities.

Organised around Biodiversa+’s four Flagship Programmes (FS) and complemented by transversal
activities, these forward-looking efforts support the continuous refinement of the Partnership’s vision and
research agendas on biodiversity protection and restoration (FS1), biodiversity monitoring (FS2), Nature-
based Solutions (NbS; FS3), and societal transformation (FS4). They have strengthened dialogue
between researchers, policymakers, practitioners, businesses and other stakeholders, helping to align
research and innovation investments with current and emerging knowledge gaps, environmental priorities
and societal needs. They have also informed policy-relevant priorities, fostered synergies with European
and international initiatives, and laid the foundations for future research funding, monitoring, capacity-
building and knowledge uptake activities.

As a catalogue of key foresight outputs and strategic reflections, this report aims to support Biodiversa+
partners in shaping ongoing and future activities. It also provides input for the update of the Strategic
Research and Innovation Agenda (SRIA) and to broader discussions on the future direction of European
biodiversity research and innovation, including the Partnership’s transition within Framework Programme
10.

www.biodiversa.eu



Biodiversa+ supports excellent research on biodiversity that impacts policy and society. It is committed
to the Global 2050 Vision of ‘Living in harmony with nature’ adopted under the Convention on Biological
Diversity, and the corresponding EU vision that, by 2050, biodiversity and its benefits to the people will
be protected, valued and restored (EU Biodiversity Strategy 2030, as part of the European Green Deal).
The partners of Biodiversa+ and the European Commission share a vision of Europe becoming a global
leader in conserving, restoring and managing biodiversity, and developing Nature-based Solutions (NbS)
that contribute to its economy, supported by solid science-based knowledge.

Biodiversa+ gathers its cross-cutting activities and efforts under four Flagship Programmes, aimed at
implementing a holistic set of activities related to mapping and foresight, joint calls for support to research,
reinforcing the link between research and biodiversity monitoring/infrastructure, capacity building
activities, stakeholder engagement and science/policy interfacing. The Flagship Programmes constitute
the primary mechanism for implementing the partnership Strategic Research and Innovation Agenda
(SRIA), aligning research with EU and global policy priorities, and fostering innovation, capacity-building,
and science-policy dialogue. Four Flagship Programmes on critical topics have been launched during the
two first years of the partnership and will continue until its end in 2028:

Supporting protection and restoration of biodiversity and ecosystems across land and sea (FS 1);
Improved transnational monitoring of biodiversity to better characterise, understand and report on
biodiversity dynamics and trends (FS 2);

Better knowledge to develop, deploy and assess Nature-based Solutions (NbS) (FS 3);

Supporting societal transformation for the sustainable use and management of biodiversity (FS 4).

This report looks back at the three first years of Biodiversa+ and provides an overview of the
foresight and forward-looking activities implemented from September 2021 to September 2024,
including knowledge products and relevant horizon scanning exercises and roadmaps. Insights and
suggestions from strategic discussions with the Biodiversa+ Advisory Board and Enlarged Stakeholder
Board, as well as with other Partnerships and Missions of Horizon Europe are also listed. This document
constitutes a catalogue of achievements relevant for the reflection on the common vision and
strategy of the Partnership, as initially defined in the SRIA in 2021. The SRIA is currently being updated,
with a release of the update tentatively planned for Q3 2026). This document should also be relevant for
the development of the EU’s long-term biodiversity research strategy, including reflection around the
partnerships’ transition into the Framework Programme 10.

The catalogue is structured in five sections, which correspond to the four Flagship Programmes launched
by Biodiversa+ and a last section focusing on transversal forward-looking achievements. Each section
provides an introductory paragraph of the Flagship Programme and a table listing all relevant forward-
looking activities. Annex | provides a table listing all the deliverables and outputs listed in the previous
sections that are publicly available. It also includes hyperlinks and doi (whenever available) for the
readers to easily access those. For any other material or information, please contact the secretariat of
the Partnership.
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1. Supporting the protection and restoration of

biodiversity and ecosystems across land and sea

This Flagship Programme aligns with the Topical Theme 1 of the SRIA “Better knowledge on Biodiversity
Protection and Restoration”. Launched during the first year of the Partnership with a focus on biodiversity
protection, it has now been expanded to include restoration and is planned to continue during the 7 years
of the partnership’s lifetime. Its key objectives are:

Contribute to coherent protection, spatial planning and integrative management of sea- and
landscapes, accounting for ecological, economic and social considerations in a global change
context;

Better knowledge to safeguard species, genetic and ecosystem diversity, recognizing all
dimensions of biodiversity;

Deliver actionable knowledge for scaling-up conservation approaches (both area-based and
species-based), acknowledging local complexity, heterogeneity and dynamics.

Reinforce our capacity to identify and analyse the synergies and cost-benefits of conservation
and restoration actions, including for different stakeholders.

Help to restore EU nature including in Outermost Regions and Overseas Countries and
Territories, reversing biodiversity loss and improving resilience of ecosystems as well as
sustained delivery of ecosystem services which benefit the society and the economy.

Between September 2021 and September 2024, four “foresight” or “forward-looking” actions or
consultations were carried out - see summary Table below.

Clustering workshop to identify ~ Apr. 2023 Researchers from funded 1 35 1.8
areas of potential collaboration projects, Biodiversa+
among the BiodivProtect partners and call funders
funded research projects
Dialogue on restoration of May 2024 Independent experts and 4 201 4.9
Biodiversity, Habitats and stakeholders, Biodiversa+
Ecosystems partners and funders, public
Discussions with the Advisory Twice a AB/ESB members, 7 109, 7.7
Board (AB) and Enlarged year since Biodiversa+ partners 114,
Stakeholder Board (ESB) Apr. 115,
members 2022 219,
222
Discussions with other Horizon ~ NA Representatives of the 8 NA NA
Europe partnerships and Horizon Europe partnerships
missions and missions, Biodiversa+
partners

*Work package

**Milestone

***Deliverable

www.biodiversa.eu
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2. Improved transnational monitoring of biodiversity to
characterise, understand and report on biodiversity
dynamics and trends

This Flagship Programme aligns with the Cross-cutting Theme A of the SRIA “Better knowledge on
biodiversity and its dynamics”; Sub-theme A.2. “Setting-up a pan-European network of harmonised
monitoring schemes”. Launched in the first year of the Partnership, this Flagship Programme will last for
the entire duration of the Partnership i.e., 7 years. Its key objectives are:

e To establish a transnational network of biodiversity monitoring schemes for selected biodiversity
facets, including harmonising protocols, data format and interoperability, and methods;

e To develop and deploy new technologies and approaches, to promote citizen science, and to
increase the use of biodiversity monitoring data by R&l;

e To better inform policy makers and other stakeholders on biodiversity status, trends, dynamics,
links to drivers and efficiency of policies and measures.”

Between September 2021 and September 2024, 14 main actions and/or consultations that can be
characterised as “foresight” or “forward-looking” have been identified and are summarised in the table
below.

Clustering workshop to identify Apr. Researchers from 1 150 1.13
areas of potential collaboration 2024 BiodivMon funded projects,

among the BiodivMon funded Biodiversa+ partners and

research projects call funders

Biodiversa+ and GBIF 2nd Apr. Biodiversa+ partners, 2 NA NA
symposium “Call for the set-up of 2024 biodiversity monitoring

national biodiversity monitoring policy and society actors,

hubs” in Helsinki” and researchers

Biodiversa+ biodiversity Sep. WP2 task leaders and 2 NA NA
monitoring strategic workshop 2024 active partners

Development of new May Biodiversa+ partners 2 60 214
technologies and approaches 2024 involved in WP2 activities

partners, GBIF, BiodivMon
funded projects, companies

Harmonisation and 7 June Biodiversa+ partners 2 55, 57 2.2,
interoperability of datasets across 2024 involved in WP2 activities, 2.3,
regions and countries researchers from 2.8
Darwin core workshop 2024 Biodiversa+ funded projects

Priorities and needs for June Biodiversa+ partners 2 44,58, 2.5
biodiversity monitoring 2023 involved in WP2 activities

Expert workshops for harmonised March Biodiversa+ partners 2 59,177 NA
operationalised protocols and 2023 involved in WP2 activities,

inventory methods across thematic communities,

regions and countries statistics experts

www.biodiversa.eu



Summary catalogue of strategic forward-looking activities from October 2021 to September 2024

Strategic biodiversity monitoring May Biodiversa+ partners, broad 2 NA 2.8,
Phase | and Phase Il reports 2023, biodiversity community 29
July working on monitoring
2024 across Europe
Use of monitoring data in Dec Biodiversa+ partners, 2 51,52 24
decisions-making 2022 biodiversity monitoring
policy and society actors,
and researchers
Lessons learnt on the Science- Apr. Public 4 199, NA
Policy Forum 2024 “How to 2024 200
strengthen and harmonise
biodiversity monitoring across
scales in support of the GBF”
Reinforcing the use of European  Sept. Biodiversa+ partners and 5 NA 5.6
and global research 2023 the European commission
infrastructures (Report on GBIF
Brussels workshop)
Citizen science: identification of Sept. Funded researchers 7 118 7.5
relevant initiatives and set up 2023
strategy for collaboration and
joint activities
Discussions with the Advisory Twice a AB/ESB members, 7 109, 7.7
Board (AB) and Enlarged year Biodiversa+ partners 114,
Stakeholder Board (ESB) since 115,
members Apr. 219,
2022 222
Discussions with other Horizon NA Representatives of the 8 NA NA
Europe partnerships and Horizon Europe
missions partnerships and missions,
Biodiversa+ partners

*Work package
**Milestone
***Deliverable

3. Better knowledge to develop, deploy and assess
Nature-based Solutions (NbS)

This Flagship Programme aligns with the Cross-cutting Theme B of the SRIA “Better knowledge to
develop, deploy and assess Nature-Based Solutions in a global change context”. Launched in the second
year of the Partnership, this Flagship Programme will last until the end of the Partnership i.e., 6 years. Its
key objectives are:

o Better knowledge to develop, deploy and assess nature-based solutions, including in urban
settings and taking into account the context of climate change and pollution;

www.biodiversa.eu
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e Increased awareness of the main criteria, cost-effectiveness and sustainability of nature-based
solutions;
e Promoting nature-based ecological transition in various contexts and at different scales.

Between September 2021 and September 2024, 13 “foresight” or “forward-looking” actions and
consultations have been completed (see the table below).

Panel debate at World June Experts from the BiodivClim NA NA
Biodiversity Forum 2024 BiodivClim knowledge hub
Synthesis developed to Nov Biodiversa+ call funders 1,3 NA NA
feed the scoping of the 2023 and scoping experts
BiodivNBS call
Business and biodiversity June Biodiversa+ partners and 3, 68 3.6
Strategic workshop 2023 ESB members, European  BiodivRestore

organisations related to Knowledge

business and biodiversity Hub
Draft guide for European July Public 3 NA 3.4

R&I landscape business 2023
and biodiversity

NbS Strategic workshop Oct Biodiversa+ partners and 3 66 3.2
2022 ESB members, European
organisations related to

NbS
Draft guide on the Oct Public 3 NA 3.3
European R&l landscape 2023
on NbS
EU R&l Roadmap on NbS 2023 Public 3 NA NA
developed through
NetworkNature
NbS knowledge gaps June Public 3 NA NA
database developed 2024
through NetworkNature
EU NbS R&l projects 2024 Public 3 NA NA

database developed
through NetworkNature

Desk study "What is the May Public 4 74 4.2
state of knowledge on the 2023

role of biodiversity in the

design, delivery and

benefits of NbS"

Desk study "What is the March Public 4 79 4.8
state of evidence on how 2024
NbS promote

www.biodiversa.eu
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transformative change for
the sustainable use and
management of biodiversity
in socio-ecological
systems?"

Discussions with the Twice a Biodiversa+ partners and 7 109, 7.7
Advisory Board (AB) and year AB/ESB members 114,
Enlarged Stakeholder since 115,
Board (ESB) members April 219,

2022 222

Discussions with other NA Representatives of the 8 NA NA
Horizon Europe Horizon Europe
partnerships and missions partnerships and missions,

Biodiversa+ partners

*Work package
**Milestone
***Deliverable

4. Supporting societal transformation for the
sustainable use and management of biodiversity

This Flagship Programme aligns with Topical Theme 2 of the SRIA “Actionable knowledge for
Transformative Change”. Launched in the second year of the Partnership, this Flagship Programme will
last until the end of the Partnership i.e., 6 years. It holds great potential for being further developed as a
Biodiversa+ cross-cutting/backbone Flagship Programme, lifting elements of other Flagships that are
linked to societal transformation. Its key objectives are:

e Promote societal transformation to mainstream biodiversity considerations across sectors and
policies, and better valuation of biodiversity and its benefits to people;

e Promote social-ecological systems analysis of complex interactions to identify effective pathways
to the conservation of biodiversity;

e Develop empirically justified governance strategies that improve synergies between nature
conservation schemes and management of human-altered environments.

Between September 2021 and September 2024, 5 “foresight” or “forward-looking” actions and
consultations were completed (see the table below).

Synthesis developed to feed the Dec Biodiversa+ call funders 1 NA NA
scoping of the BiodivTransform call 2023 and scoping experts

Dialogue event: Transformative Sept Biodiversa+ partners, 4 76 4.1
change and biodiversity 2022 public

Dialogue event: Recommendations Sept Biodiversa+ partners, 4 82 4.7
for the Biodiversa+ Flagship 2023 public

www.biodiversa.eu
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Programme on ‘Societal
transformation’

Desk study "What is the state of March Public 4 79 4.8
evidence on how NbS promote 2024

transformative change for the

sustainable use and management of

biodiversity in socio-ecological

systems?"
Discussions with the Advisory Board Twice a  Biodiversa+ partners and 7 109, 7.7
(AB) and Enlarged Stakeholder Board year AB/ESB members 114,
(ESB) members since 115,

April 219,

2022 222
Discussions with other Horizon NA Representatives of the 8 NA NA
Europe partnerships and missions Horizon Europe

partnerships and
missions, Biodiversa+
partners

5. Transversal forward-looking activities or activities
not directly associated with a Flagship Programme

During the three first years of the partnership, Biodiversa+ has conducted transversal activities (e.g., non-
topical collaborations with other programmes / initiatives, links with international conventions and
agreements, internationalisation, stakeholder engagement, citizen science, etc.) and activities not directly
fitting under a specific Flagship Programmes (e.g. biodiversity and health). Between September 2021
and September 2024, 14 forward-looking activities identified as either “transversal” or non-fitting under a
specific flagship have been implemented. They are listed in the table below.

Assessment report on past interactions  July WP4 leaders and 4 197 4.3
and possible future opportunities of 2023 actively involved
collaboration with the Science partners

service/BioAgora

List of Biodiversa+ funded projects and Dec Biodiversa+ partners 4 NA 4.5
their main outcomes of relevance for 2023
the GBF targets

Report of the science policy forum on Sept Biodiversa+ partners 4 84 NA
GBF implementation 2023
Concept note: Proposed collaboration  Sept Biodiversa+ partners 5 NA 5.1
approach with IPBES and MEAs 2022

www.biodiversa.eu
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Factsheets on biodiversity and health June IPBES assessment’s 5 NA 54
to feed the IPBES Nexus Assessment 2023 authors

IPBES dialogues (knowledge gaps) NA Biodiversa+ partners, 5 NA NA
relevant projects
coordinators, EC

Mapping of international collaboration March  Public, Biodiversa+ 5 NA 5.3
between scientists of the ERA and 2023 partners and call

other regions funders

Report on the uptake of knowledge Sept Biodiversa+ partners 5 NA 5.5

gaps identified in IPBES assessments 2023
by Biodiversa+

Citizen science - identification of Sept Funded researchers 7 118 7.5
relevant initiatives and set up strategy 2023
for collaboration and joint activities

Mapping of Biodiversa+ stakeholders July Internal, EC 7 110 7.2
2023
Strategy for Science-Policy Interface Dec Internal, EC 7 NA 71,
capacity building 2023 7.8
Report on AB and ESB inputs to the Sept Internal, EC 7 109, 7.7
Partnership 2023 114,
115,
219, 222
Any transversal inputs from NA Reps. of the HE 8 NA NA
discussions with other Horizon Europe partnerships and
partnerships and missions missions, Biodiversa+
partners
*Work package
**Milestone
***Deliverable
Conclusions

The results achieved by Biodiversa+ are in line with its Strategic Research and Innovation Agenda
(SRIA). The partnership will focus on strengthening and advancing its existing Flagship Programmes. It
will build on the forward-looking activities implemented during the first three years, using the insights
gained to address identified needs and gaps and to further enhance impact.

Notably, the activities launched under FS1 allowed to frame Biodiversa+ role as a crucial intermediary to
translate policy ambitions into targeted research agendas, and to ensure that policy support is based on
the most relevant research. Going beyond the research funding and result dissemination at the policy
level, FS2 positions Biodiversa+ as a key integrator connecting pioneering science with operational
monitoring practice, contributing to the EU’s ambition for a coordinated, technologically advanced, and
policy-relevant biodiversity monitoring network. FS3 has secured a foundation for NbS and business

www.biodiversa.eu
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engagement across Europe, ensuring that R&l is built on shared priorities and a continent-wide evidence
base. By integrating NbS in both policy and markets, it positions biodiversity as a practical driver of
resilience, innovation and sustainable growth. Finally, FS4 acts as a backbone programme leveraging
synergies with other flagships. It demonstrates the strength of Biodiversa+’s dual strategy: engaging in
extensive upstream consultation to shape R&l relevance, and investing heavily in downstream capacity-
building to empower the research community to conduct this complex work effectively.

This deliverable showcases the forward-looking activities implemented during the three first years of the
Partnership. These activities are setting the scene for all other actions implemented by Biodiversa+, from
research funding to solution-oriented knowledge uptake. It is designed primarily as an internal resource
for Biodiversa+ partners, enabling them to track key strategic documents and consultations and
supporting alignment of their own actions or the partnership tasks they lead. More broadly, it is also used
to identify elements to be considered for the update of the SRIA and to feed reflection around the
partnership transition towards the Framework Programme 10.

www.biodiversa.eu
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Annex |: Table listing all deliverables mentioned in this
document that are publicly available, with links to
access them.

workshop on Nature-based
Solutions

Solutions

D2.2 Report on the April 2023 Biodiversity https://www.biodiversa.
harmonization and monitoring €u/2023/04/01/harmoni
interoperability of datasets sation-and-
across regions and interoperability-of-
countries datasets/

D2.3 Mapping of national and March 2023  Biodiversity https://www.biodiversa.
sub-national organisations monitoring eu/2023/03/29/mapping
that fund and steer -of-organisations-
biodiversity monitoring funding-biodiversity-
schemes monitoring-schemes/

D2.4 Report of the use of March 2023  Biodiversity https://www.biodiversa.
biodiversity monitoring data monitoring eu/2023/03/01/biodivers
in private decision making ity-monitoring-data-use-

in-private-decision-
making/

D2.5 Shared goals and priorities ~ June 2023 Biodiversity https://www.biodiversa.
for biodiversity monitoring monitoring eu/2023/06/01/shared-
within Biodiversa+ goals-and-priorities-for-

biodiversity-monitoring/

D2.8 Biodiversa+ strategic May 2023 Biodiversity https://www.biodiversa.
biodiversity monitoring monitoring eu/2023/05/01/strategic
governance documents -biodiversity-monitoring-
(Phase 1) governance-phase-1/

D2.9 Biodiversa+ strategic July 2024 Biodiversity https://doi.org/10.5281/z
biodiversity monitoring monitoring €nodo.13987060
governance documents
(Phase Il)

D2.14 Biodiversa+ survey towards  Sept 2024 Biodiversity https://doi.org/10.5281/z
a roadmap on biodiversity monitoring €nodo.13880523
monitoring novel
technologies and
approaches

D3.2 Report on the Strategic Sept 2023 Nature-based https://www.biodiversa.

eu/2023/08/24/nature-
based-solution-
strategic-workshop-

report/

www.biodiversa.eu
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collaboration and

internationalisation of the
Biodiversa+ Partnership

D3.6 Report on the Strategic Sept 2023 Nature-based https://www.biodiversa.
workshop on Business & Solutions eu/2023/09/15/business
Biodiversity -biodiversity-strategic-

workshop-report/

D4.1 Biodiversa+ Dialogue on Sept 2022 Societal https://www.biodiversa.
Transformative change for transformation eu/2022/09/01/transfor
biodiversity mative-change-

dialogue-report/

D4.2 Scoping review: what is the  May 2023 Nature-based https://www.biodiversa.
state of knowledge on the Solutions eu/2023/05/26/new-
role of biodiversity in the release-the-role-of-
design, delivery and b|0Q|verS|ty—|n—the-
benefits of Nature-based design-delivery-and-

. benefits-of-nature-
Solutions? based-solutions/

D4.7 Recommendations for the Sept 2023 Societal https://www.biodiversa.
Biodiversa+ Flagship transformation €u/2023/09/01/recomm
Programme on ‘Societal endations-for-the-
transformation’ biodiversa-flagship-

programme-on-societal-
transformation/

D4.8 What is the state of March 2024 e Nature-based https://www.biodiversa.
evidence on how Nature- Solutions eu/2024/08/07/can-
based Solutions promote « Societal nature-based-solutions-
transformative change for transformation  dnve-transformative-
the sustainable use and change/
management of biodiversity
in socio-ecological
systems?

D4.9 Report on the dialogue on Sept 2024 Protection & https://doi.org/10.5281/z
restoration of biodiversity, restoration €nodo. 14946141
habitats and ecosystems

D5.3 Mapping of international March 2023  All https://www.biodiversa.
collaboration between eu/2023/08/29/mapping
scientists of the ERA and -international-
other regions collaborations-between-

the-era-and-other-
regions/

D5.5 Report on the uptake of Sept 2023 All https://www.biodiversa.
knowledge gaps identified eu/2023/09/29/uptake-
in IPBES assessments by of—ipbes-kpovyledqe-
Biodiversa+ programmes gaps-by-biodiversa-
and projects programmes-and-

projects/

D5.7 Strategy on international Sept 2024 All https://www.biodiversa.

eu/2025/09/09/strategy-
on-international-
collaboration-and-

www.biodiversa.eu
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internationalisation-of-
the-biodiversa-

partnership/

NA European Roadmap to 2023 Nature-based https://www.biodiversa.
2030 for Research and Solutions eu/2023/06/15/europea
Innovation on Nature-based n-roadmap-to-2030-for-
Solutions ri-on-nbs/

NA Update of the Nature-based June 2024 Nature-based https://www.biodiversa.
solutions knowledge gaps Solutions eu/2024/11/19/expande
database d-insights-the-2024-

update-of-the-nbs-
knowledge-gaps-
database/

NA Release of the 2024 Nature-based https://www.biodiversa.

NetworkNature database of
Nature-based Solutions
projects

Solutions

eu/2022/11/24/networkn
ature-nbs-projects-
database-is-live/

www.biodiversa.eu
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