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What will our future cities look like? 



Nature-Based Solutions:                 
Sustainable Urbanisation



Drivers













Benefits



Social Benefits:
Rethinking Urban Communities1

Encouraging Healthy and 
Sustainable Lifestyles

Supporting Urban
Communities

Investing in 
Liveable Spaces



Community-led regeneration: 
Strength identity of the area



Public interventions Park(ing) Day: 
Highlight issues of car-dominant spaces



Environmental Benefits:
Smart and Resilient Environments2

Enabling Long-Term
Climate Resilience

Creating Smart and
Connected Landscapes

Fostering Urban
Biodiversity



Traffic calming measures: 
Create illusion of speed



“Existing urban green can 
slow down and reduce storm 

water runoff  by 4 to 8%”
Herrera Environmental Consultants, The Effects  of  Trees on 

Storm Water Runoff (2008)

Designing for future climate change: 
Design for heat expansion and water 
permeability 



Tackling urban heat islands:  
Surface temperature reduction by 
15-20C degrees 



Economic Benefits:
Urban Resource Streams3

Integrating Urban Food

Renewing Urban Spaces

Enabling Energy and
Resource Efficiency



“City trees raise property values by 5-18%”
Cabe Space 2005

i-Tree Eco software: Placing a value 
on natural  assets 



Maximising the opportunities of infrastructure: 
Improve city environment



Cheonggyecheon River in Seoul



Renewing urban spaces:     
30-50% land price increase 



Actions



Recommended Research and Innovation actions
Sustainable Urbanisation



Support and learn from existing initiatives



BAF =
Ecologically effective surface areas

Total land area

Development of effective policy



Support large scale pilots to generate 
evidence for developers and local authorities



Report and illustration                
available at arup.com
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