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PROJECT 
DESCRIPTION

GBI asset portfolio
• Environmental data: Riparian & Instream habitats; water chemistry and 

temperature, whole catchment land use and riparian forest
• Biodiversity: aquatic diatoms, fungi & invertebrates, terrestrial invertebrates, 

woody riparian vegetation, (fish)
• Ecosystem processes & functional metrics: Leaf decomposition, cotton strips 

+, algal biomass accrual, FPOM dynamics, functional traits & diversity 
• Food webs & Connectivity: Stable isotopes, PUFAs
• Ecosystem Services: EU MAES framework, thermal buffering, retention, 

sediment reduction
• WFD: Ecological status
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SCIENTIFIC OUTPUTS: 
Benefits of Riparian buffers

Legend:          
Buffer effect
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Contingent increase

Decrease

Contingent decrease

Unpublished results removed from this slide.  
The results showed:
• preliminary evidence that riparian buffers help

reduce thermal variaiton, sediment loadings, and 
escessive production of green algae

• Preliminary evidence that buffer strips enhance
aspects of terrestrial and aquatic diversity, and 
ecological status according to the water framework
directive

• Preliminary evidence that riparian buffers enhance
aspects of ecosystem functioning, services and 
ecological connectivity



SOCIETAL / POLICY OUTPUTS

• Where is it worth rehabilitating
riparian buffers?
• Level of human impact
• Catchment position

• How much buffer is needed?
• Length, width
• Elsewhere in the catchment?



STAKEHOLDER CONTACT



SOCIETAL / POLICY 
OUTPUTS

Stakeholders most heavily engaged at project application, planning and execution
phases
• Sweden: Uppsala County Board, Fyrisån citizens association, National Agency for 

Marine and Water Management 
• Romania: Argeş-Vedea Basin Water Administration, National Institute of Hydrology

& Water Management, Forest and pasture land owner groups
• Belgium: Provinciaal Centrum voor Milieuonderzoek (PCM) of east Flanders, 

Flemmish Environment Agency
• Norway: Oslo Municipality, Oslo Water & Sewage, Norwegian Environment Agency, 

Norwegian Society for Nature Conservation



STAKEHOLDER SURVEY
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• Unpublished results from stakeholder survey removed

Some selected
stakeholder feedback
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SCENARIO 
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Collaborate with BiodivERsA Oscar project on joint BBN structures



CROSSLINK has been presented at 12 national, 

regional and bespoke stakeholder group meetings so 

far ….

….. with much more to come!

https://www.slu.se/Biodiversa_Crosslink

ENGAGEMENT 
ACTIVITIES
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