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Current policy context for EU R&I 
   

EU R&I for Nature-Based Solutions (NBS): 
•  Definition 
•  Objectives  
•  Roadmap and Implementation 

• H2020 – NBS 
• BiodivERsA 
• ThinkNature, Oppla, EKLIPSE 
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Defining Nature-based solutions 

•  Solutions inspired and supported by nature that simultaneously 
provide environmental, social and economic benefits and help to 
build resilience 

•  Solutions that bring more nature and natural features and 
processes into cities, landscapes and seascapes, through locally 
adapted, resource-efficient and systemic interventions 

 

Definition 
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Nature-Based Solutions:  
economic, social and environmental 

benefits (& trade-offs) 

Definition 
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Main objectives for EU R&I on NBS 

Ø  Foster awareness and engagement 

Ø  Promote all types of systemic innovation 

Ø  Provide systemic, scalable and integrated nature-based 
solutions  

Ø  Foster co-design, co-development, co-implementation of 
solutions  

Ø  Leverage of investment (public & private sector) 

Ø  Support replicable solutions close to the market in 
Europe and beyond 

Objectives 



Implementation of Nature-based solutions: 
Ø  Large scale demonstration projects on the effectiveness, 

applicability and replicability of Nature-Based Solutions 
Ø  EKLIPSE expert working group on nature-based solutions: impact 

evaluation framework 

Ø  Testing of new means of collaboration, financing and 
governance (PPPs, innovative financing, business and 
organisational models and public procurement, social 
innovation, citizen engagement) 

Ø  Establishment of dialogue platforms for diverse stakeholders  
Ø  Networking of existing initiatives on Nature-Based Solutions 
Ø  Cooperation within Europe and internationally 

Implementation 
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P r o j e c t  s t r u c t u r e :  F o r m a t i v e  
E v a l u a t i o n ,  S A B ,  K C B  a n d  B P G  
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Formative Evaluation (WP2) 

 
 
 

Knowledge Coordination Body (KCB) 
 

Strategic Advisory Board (SAB) 
 
 
 
 
 

Business Plan Group (BPG) 



F i r s t  r e q u e s t  
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Uptake and comments, via Oppla marketplace, encouraged 
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•  Technical innovation 

•  Social and governance 
innovation 

•  Land-management & 
planning innovation 

•  Regulatory innovation 

•  Business and finance 
innvation 

 

NBS Case studies 
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HORIZON 2020 

An open invitation to work 
with you to work with nature! 

Find out more: 
www.ec.europa/research/horizon2020 


